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NEW HAMPSHIRE STATE LIQUOR COMMISSION 
 

MINUTES OF MEETING – AUGUST 10, 2006 
 
 

PRESENT: Chairman Anthony Maiola and Commissioners John Byrne and Patricia  
  Russell; John Bunnell, Administrator of Marketing & Sales; Craig Bulkley, 
  Bureau Chief of Administrative Services; Randall Avery, Deputy Chief of  
  Enforcement; Kathleen McCabe, Director of Purchasing; Howard Roundy, 
  Director of Information Technology; Evie Taft, Human Resources 
  Administrator; Peter Engel, Director of Store Operations; Richard Gerrish, 
  Spirits Marketing Specialist; Nicole Brassard, Wine Marketing Specialist; 
  George Tsiopras, Chief Financial Officer.    Guests:  Al Picconi, Southern 
  Wine & Spirits of N.E., Inc. 
 
I. FINANCIAL & ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS 
 
 1. Financial Reports 
 
 A. Weekly, Y-T-D Sales Reports: 
 
 For the week ending August 6, 2006, sales were up for the weekly comparison 

by 2.05% or $184,323, and also increased for the year by 4.26% or 
$1,974,541. 

 
             B. Budget/Administrative Reports: 
 
 A Law Contract meeting was held last Thursday, with four members of the 

broker community in attendance.  Brian Law made a presentation regarding 
Law’s proposed rates.  There was some good, productive discussion.  The 
brokers will provide some written feedback on the meeting within the next 
two weeks.   

 
 The Commission had two items on the Governor & Council agenda, which 

was held yesterday in Keene.  Both items, one for a store Power Ball payoff, 
and the other for store uniforms, were passed without any questions. 

 
 The Commission is looking at the Coors building on the Concord/Bow line as 

a possible relocation.  A tour is scheduled for next Thursday, August 17th from 
10:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon, which will also be attended by Don Hill, Linda 
Hodgdon and Mike Connor.  Senator Gene Chandler will also be invited. 

 
 Nine employees will represent the Commission in the Cigna race being held 

next week in Manchester.   
 
 The current W-6 Expense Budget Activity Variance Report shows the year to 

be at about 11% expired, with total expenditures at around 10%.  The lapse 
exercise will begin again next week to assist in building a base for the  
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 FY 08-09 budget.  A presentation on this will then be made to the 

Commission. 
 
 Work continues on year-end matters with the auditors, which is moving along 

well.   
 
 There have been issues concerning the two contracts for parking lot stripings 

and store awnings which has resulted in contracting with the second lowest 
bidder for the striping.  This project should be completed within the next 
couple of months.   

 
 Work continues on relocation projects for Store Operations, which will then 

go to Governor and Council for approval.   
 
          2. IT Report 
 
 The past week has been consumed by handling the new allowance offers 

system. 
 
 The Lottery has been in contact with Howard, and work will soon start on the 

automatic ordering process for sweepstakes tickets. 
 
 Howard has been investigating hardware replacement for a new RFP, as the 

present lease will end next spring. 
 
          3. Human Resources Report 
 
 Evie is working on a sexual harassment training program for those employees 

who missed this year’s training schedules.  This will hopefully take place in 
October or November.   

 
II.     MARKETING & SALES REPORTS 
 
          1. Store Operations 
 
           A. Store Hours of Operation and Staffing Recommendation – Labor Day, 
 Monday, September 4, 2006: 
 
 It was moved by Commissioner Byrne, seconded by Commissioner Russell, 

that the Commission approve store hours of operation and store staff 
recommendations for Labor Day, Monday, September 4, 2006, as 
recommended by Peter Engel, Director of Store Operations and concurred by 
John Bunnell, Administrator of Marketing & Sales.  The motion was 
unanimously adopted. 
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            B. Hooksett May Flooding: 
 
 It was moved by Commissioner Byrne, seconded by Commissioner Russell, 

that the Commission approve the destruction of damaged inventory which 
occurred as a result of flooding at Store #4, Hooksett during May 2006, under 
the supervision of the Bureau of Enforcement at the Hooksett landfill, as 
recommended by John Bunnell, Administrator of Marketing & Sales.  The 
motion was unanimously adopted. 

 
           C. Store #28-Seabrook Beach – Recommended Hours of Operations: 
 
 It was moved by Commissioner Byrne, seconded by Commissioner Russell, 

that the Commission approve seasonal hours of operation, effective September 
9 through December 31, 2006, for Store #28, Seabrook Beach, as 
recommended by Peter Engel, Director of Store Operations and concurred by 
John Bunnell, Administrator of Marketing & Sales.  The motion was 
unanimously adopted. 

 
 Total retail sales for the week ending 8/6/06 increased by 1.86% or 

$131,606.65. 
 
          2. Purchasing Report 
 
 Kathy distributed the current out-of-stock warehouse reports. 
 

 At this time, Mark and Sophia from the Griffin, Bodi & Krause advertising agency, 
presented the proposed “Customer Appreciation Days” fall promotion and distributed 
the proposed promotional budget of $128,300.  It was moved by Commissioner 
Byrne, seconded by Commission Russell, that the Commission approve the program.  
The motion was unanimously adopted. 

 
                       3. Merchandising Report 
 
                       A. SPIRITS: 
 
                       1) Test Market Products: 
 
  a. Test Market Request (Jose Cuervo Tropina): 
 

  It was moved by Commissioner Byrne, seconded by Commissioner  
 Russell, that the Commission approve a request from Southern Wine 

& Spirits of N.E., Inc./Diageo North America for a new test market 
listing for Jose Cuervo Tropina, 750ML size (assigned new Code 
#3901), as recommended by Richard Gerrish, Spirits Marketing 
Specialist and concurred by John Bunnell, Administrator of Marketing 
& Sales.  The motion was unanimously adopted. 
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                          b. Test Market Request (Idol French Vodka): 
 
 It was moved by Commissioner Byrne, seconded by Commissioner 

Russell, that the Commission approve a request from Southern Wine 
& Spirits of N.E., Inc./Boisset America for a new test market listing 
for Idol French Vodka, 750ML size (assigned new Code #3490), as 
recommended by Richard Gerrish, Spirits Marketing Specialist and 
concurred by John Bunnell, Administrator of Marketing & Sales.  The 
motion was unanimously adopted. 

 
                          c. Test Market Request (RU Classic & Lemon Vodkas): 
 
 It was moved by Commissioner Byrne, seconded by Commissioner 

Russell, that the Commission approve a request from Horizon 
Beverage Company/Amtel Alcoholic Beverages for new test market 
listings for RU Classic Vodka, 750ML size (assigned new Code 
#3500) and RU Lemon Vodka, 750ML size (assigned new Code 
#3501), to be initially distributed to Cluster 1, 2 and 3 stores only, as 
recommended by Richard Gerrish, Spirits Marketing Specialist and 
concurred by John Bunnell, Administrator of Marketing & Sales.  The 
motion was unanimously adopted. 

 
          2)           One Time Buy Requests: 
 
                         a. Whyte and Mackay Scotch: 
 
 It was moved by Commissioner Byrne, seconded by Commissioner 

Russell, that the Commission approve a request from Martignetti 
Companies of N.H./Gil Schy Associates for the Commission to make a 
one-time purchase of discontinued Code #2768, Whyte and Mackay 
Scotch, 750ML size, to be discounted and distributed to selected 
stores, as recommended by Richard Gerrish, Spirits Marketing 
Specialist and concurred by John Bunnell, Administrator of Marketing 
& Sales.  The motion was unanimously adopted. 

 
                         b. Small Batch Bourbons: 
 
 It was moved by Commissioner Byrne, seconded by Commissioner 

Russell, that the Commission approve a request from Southern Wine 
& Spirits of N.E., Inc./Future Brands LLC for the Commission to 
make a one-time purchase of five (5) small batch bourbons produced 
by Jim Beam, as recommended by Richard Gerrish, Spirits Marketing 
Specialist and concurred by John Bunnell, Administrator of Marketing 
& Sales.  The motion was unanimously adopted. 
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                        c. Crown Royal Extra Rare: 
 
 It was moved by Commissioner Byrne, seconded by Commissioner 

Russell, that the Commission approve a request from Southern Wine 
& Spirits, N.E., Inc./Diageo North America for the Commission to 
make a one-time purchase of Crown Royal Extra Rare, 750ML size 
(assigned new Code #2433), as recommended by Richard Gerrish, 
Spirits Marketing Specialist and concurred by John Bunnell, 
Administrator of Marketing & Sales.  The motion was unanimously 
adopted. 

 
          3.          Jack Daniels Sweepstakes: 
 
 It was moved by Commissioner Byrne, seconded by Commissioner Russell, 

that the Commission approve a request from Horizon Beverage Company/ 
 Brown-Forman Corporation to conduct a consumer sweepstakes during 

August and September 2006 in conjunction with Jack Daniels, as 
recommended by Richard Gerrish, Spirits Marketing Specialist and concurred 
by John Bunnell, Administrator of Marketing & Sales.  The motion was 
unanimously adopted. 

 
          4. Kahlua Sweepstakes: 
 
 It was moved by Commissioner Byrne, seconded by Commissioner Russell, 

that the Commission approve a request from Southern Wine & Spirits of N.E., 
Inc./Pernod Ricard USA to conduct a consumer sweepstakes during 
September 2006 in conjunction with Kahlua, as recommended by Richard 
Gerrish, Spirits Marketing Specialist and concurred by John Bunnell, 
Administrator of Marketing & Sales.  The motion was unanimously adopted. 

 
          5. October Special Offers: 
 
 a. 97 electronic offers – Horizon Beverage Company: 
 
 It was moved by Commissioner Byrne, seconded by Commissioner 

Russell, that the Commission approve special offers submitted 
electronically from Horizon Beverage Company, based upon 
depletions for ninety-seven (97) spirit items, to be featured on sale 
during October 2006, as recommended by Richard Gerrish, Spirits 
Marketing Specialist and concurred by John Bunnell, Administrator of 
Marketing & Sales.  The motion was unanimously adopted. 

 
                         b. 236 electronic offers – Southern Wine & Spirits of N.E.: 
 
 This item was removed from the agenda by Richard Gerrish, Spirits 

Marketing Specialist and referred back to the Marketing department 
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 to be re-formatted and re-submitted at next week’s Commission 

meeting. 
 
          B.          WINES: 
 
          1)           Results of the Purchase and Display of Blackstone Riesling and Pinot Grigio: 
 

 It was moved by Commissioner Byrne, seconded by Commissioner Russell, 
that the Commission, as a result of the purchase and display of Code #43376, 
Blackstone Riesling and Code #43673, Blackstone Pinot Grigio, approve 
absolutes to be placed in selected stores of the Pinot Grigio, but delist the 
Riesling from retail and mark down the price for failure to achieve the 
required gross profit, as recommended by Nicole Brassard, Wine Marketing 
Specialist and concurred by John Bunnell, Administrator of Marketing & 
Sales.  The motion was unanimously adopted. 

                            
          2)           Martignetti Buy 2 Get One Free – November & December 2006: 
 
 It was moved by Commissioner Byrne, seconded by Commissioner Russell, 

that the Commission approve an offer from Martignetti Companies of N.H./ 
 Pepperwood Grove to conduct a “Buy 2 Get One Free” promotion during 

November and December 2006, as recommended by Nicole Brassard, Wine 
Marketing Specialist and concurred by John Bunnell, Administrator of 
Marketing & Sales.  The motion was unanimously adopted. 

 
          3) Diageo Chateau & Estates Holiday Sweepstakes & Email Coupon,  
 November & December 2006: 
 
 It was moved by Commissioner Byrne, seconded by Commissioner Russell, 

that the Commission approve a request from Southern Wine & Spirits of N.E., 
Inc./Diageo Chateau & Estates to conduct a Holiday sweepstakes and e-mail 
promotion featuring Sterling wines during November and December 2006, as 
recommended by Nicole Brassard, Wine Marketing Specialist and concurred 
by John Bunnell, Administrator of Marketing & Sales.  The motion was 
unanimously adopted. 

 
          4) Patriots Play of the Game Sweepstakes October, November & December 

2006: 
 
 It was moved by Commissioner Byrne, seconded by Commissioner Russell, 

that the Commission approve an offer from Southern Wine & Spirits of N.E., 
Inc./W.J. Deutsch & Sons to conduct a “Patriots Play of the Game” 
sweepstakes featuring Yellow Tail wines during October, November and 
December 2006, as recommended by Nicole Brassard, Wine Marketing 
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 Specialist and concurred by John Bunnell, Administrator of Marketing & 

Sales.  The motion was unanimously adopted. 
 
          5) Recommended Allocated Wines for Distribution to Selected Stores (5 items) 
  
 It was moved by Commissioner Byrne, seconded by Commissioner Russell, 

that the Commission approve five (5) allocated wine items for distribution to 
selected stores, as recommended by Nicole Brassard, Wine Marketing 
Specialist and concurred by John Bunnell, Administrator of Marketing & 
Sales.  The motion was unanimously adopted. 

 
          6) Recommended Allocated Wines (Absolutes) for Distribution to Selected 

Stores (8 items): 
 
 It was moved by Commissioner Byrne, seconded by Commissioner Russell, 

that the Commission approve eight (8) allocated wine items (absolutes) for 
distribution to selected stores, as recommended by Nicole Brassard, Wine 
Marketing Specialist and concurred by John Bunnell, Administrator of 
Marketing & Sales.  The motion was unanimously adopted. 

 
           7) Primary Source Submissions (5 exclusive agent; 18 imported): 
 
 It was moved by Commissioner Byrne, seconded by Commissioner Russell, 

that the Commission approve the listing of five (5) wine codes which are 
offered by the exclusive marketing agent and eighteen (18) wine codes which 
are imported, as recommended by Nicole Brassard, Wine Marketing Specialist 
and concurred by John Bunnell, Administrator of Marketing & Sales.  The 
motion was unanimously adopted. 

 
            8) Tabled Items: 
 
 a.     October Gift Card Reward Program (tabled from 7/26/06, Item B-2): 
 
 It was moved by Commissioner Byrne, seconded by Commissioner 

Russell, that this item be removed from the table, and that the 
Commission approve the Gift Card Reward program effective October 
10 through October 30, 2006.  The motion was unanimously adopted. 

 
          9)          Store Tasting (Southern Wine & Spirits of N.E.): 
 
 It was moved by Commissioner Byrne, seconded by Commissioner Russell, 

that the Commission approve a request from Southern Wine & Spirits of N.E., 
Inc. to revise the schedule of an in-store tasting to Friday, August 18, 2006 
from 3:00 to 6:00 p.m. at Store #34, Salem, as recommended by Nicole 
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 Brassard, Wine Marketing Specialist and concurred by John Bunnell, 

Administrator of Marketing & Sales.  The motion was unanimously adopted. 
 
III.     ENFORCEMENT & LICENSING REPORT – No report. 
 
IV.      CHAIRMAN’S REPORT & LATE ITEMS 
 
           1. Bailment Requests: 
 
 It was moved by Commissioner Byrne, seconded by Commissioner Russell, 

that the Commission approve all previously reviewed requests for bailment 
releases/transfers dated August 3 through August 10, 2006.  The motion was 
unanimously adopted. 

 
            2. Coupon Approvals: None. 
 
            3. Late Items/Other: None. 
 
V.      EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 

  The meeting adjourned at 9:30 a.m., and the Commission went into non-public session  
                          to discuss personnel and store location items. 
 
 
 
             

     Anthony C. Maiola, Chairman 
 
 
 
            
      John W. Byrne, Commissioner 
 
 
 
            
      Patricia T. Russell, Commissioner 
 
 
           /D. Hartford 
 
            

    
                                     


